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Political Trials Grind On 


Two notoriously vindictive trials of political 
activists designed to criminalize them, their ac- 
tions and the movements from which they spring 
as well as to threaten other activists contime. 
They are the hio 7 seditious conspiracy trial in 
Springfield, MA and the DC Resistance trial in 
Washington, DC. The comrades facing this vic- 
timization are courageously struggling against 
their oppression at the hands of an infinitely more 
powerful, albeit illegitimate, enemy. They are 
also resisting the setting of dangerous precedents 
that will adversely affect everyone on the progres- 
sive side of the barricade. Accordingly, the pau- 
city of coverage of these important events is inex- 
plicable. 


The hio 7 case has been reduced to a trial of 
three, Raymond Iuc Lavasseur, Patricia Gros 
Lavasseur and Richard Williams. The reduction 
was accomplished by the government through a 
combination of greasy dismissals and pressuring 
one of the defendants to plead guilty. The tactics 
were apparently intended to deny some of the 
defendants the opportunity to exonerate them- 
selves, impede the defense by removing some 
defendants and their lawyers from the courtroom, 
to obtain an admission that there was some foun- 
dation to the government charges and to inject 
distance between the comrades. Although Carol 
Saucier Manning’s guilty plea was according to 
Alford principles that required no admission of 
criminality or collaboration, it did acknowledge 
some factual basis to the government allegations 
and undermined the solidarity of the defendants. 
But the trial goes on with a procession of govem- 
ment witnesses, at least one of whom succumbed 
to Orwellian pressure with abandonment of her 
political principles and collaboration. More infor- 
mation. should be obtained from the Sedition 
Committee, POB 4690, Springfield, MA 01101. 


The DC Resistance Conspiracy trial of Tim 


Blunk, Marilyn Buck, Alex Berkman, Susan Rosen- 


berg, Laura Whitehorn and Linda Evans also 
drags forward. These political prisoners are con- 
fronted with oppressive, locked down conditions 
and incessant harassment. Their defense is com- 
plicated by lack of funds and great physical 
distance between them and the lawyers. Security 
is obscene with a bulletproof partition and cam- 
eras having been erected in the courtroom despite 
no showing that of necessity. This is to intimidate 
supporters and isolate the defendants and also to 
criminalize them before the jury. More information 
should be obtained from: Committee to Fight 
Repression, POB 1435, Cathedral Sta., New York, 
NY 10025. 


Support these prisoners with at least some 
words if it can’t be materially or with presence. 
The struggle is yours. © 
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The Conspiracy of Social Engineering 


by Osai Tutu Kwamina (s/n Blood Miller) 


At present, not counting the unemployed work- 
ers who have simply despaired from being told 
“no” too many times at the employment agency 
and have dropped out of the legitimate labor 
market, the nation’s unemployment rate stands at 
5.6%. At the same time, it is more than 12% among 
New African adult laborers and 35% among New 
African adolescents. All told, however, this rate 
represents more than seven million workers as 
well as affecting tens of millions more when their 
families are included. 


While there is no hard evidence with which to 
factually support a major pro-imperialist criminal 
conspiracy to reduce the country’s unprofitable 
population through social and economy disen- 
franchisement up to and including incarceration, 
a fact that its 600,000 plus prison population tends 
to support, such a covert conspiracy should not be 
too easily discounted by the politically conscious 
and potential world leaders. This is especially true 
in these times when such Orwellian behavioral 
management and population control techniques 
as “brain editing”, “accelerated aging”, and selec- 
tive incapacitation” are all being utilized in some 
degree to ensure maximum effectiveness of outra- 
geous but actual suppression procedures in the 
oppressed sectors of U.S. society. - 


Around 1974, the money-greedy, pro-imperial- 
ist corporate gangsters implemented the now 
popularly known process of “corporate reshuf- 
fling” among their then floundering major U.S. 
industries. Chrysler, GM, IBM, AMC and U.S. Steel 
were some of the better known organizations af- 
fected by these patently criminal decisions in- 
tended to appropriate a larger share of the social 
wealth for the owning class. To further ensure 
bigger bucks on their investment dollars, the 
equally well know “offshore industrialization” 
scheme was implemented to facilitate this crimi- 
nally inspired transition toward greater ruling 
class hegemony and security. 


Subsequently, literally millions of U.S. based 
wage laborers were thrown out of work, while for- 
eign workers (e.g. Mexicans, Koreans, Sri lan- 
kans, Taiwanese, et al.) began to be nore ruthles-— 
sly exploited in these industries to produce high- 


priced consumer goods way below the then pre- 
vailing U.S. minimum wage ($2.85). At the same 


time, so-called economic zones were created on 
foreign turf that would ensure the desired in- 
creased profits for the criminally insame, pro- 
imperialist. ruling class, both locally and in the U.S. 
In other words, a U.S.-based Chrysler assenbly 
plant worker would earn $11 per hour for the same 
quantity and quality of labor for which a Mexican 
counterpart could be paid only $.75 per hour. 
Incidentally, certain segments of the pro-U.sS. 
Mexican ruling class obviously share some com- 
plicity in this overt neo-slavocracy on Mexico's 
soil. If not, these disparate wages could not possi- 
bly exist in their nation. In other oppressed Third 
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World nations facing the same system, complicity 
is also evident. 


Meanwhile, the whole U.S. laboring class is 
catching holy hell trying to survive. The decline is 
most evident in the more densely populated inner- 
cities but is also apparent in the fam belts due to 
subsidy cut offs and related oppressive foreclo- 
sures and other corporatist manipulations of the 
eight-year pro-imperialist Reagan regime. More- 
over, our Third World comrades, those fortunate 
enough to escape from these oppressive pro-US 
dictatorships with their lives, came pouring across 
U.S. borders in search of the democratic rights and 
fair treatment their native-land propagandists 
sold them on by promting U.S. imperialism. 

. These practices also force blue-collar and lower 
middle-class white workers into struggling to sur- 
vive while competing fiercely with oppressed 
nationality workers for jobs particularly in inner- 
city job markets. Therefore, the current unskilled 
and semi-skilled labor market is literally gutted 

. with workers who are increasingly threatened by 
the no-benefits temporary labor market, which is 
also gutted, further undemmining the economic 
position of U.S. labor. 


Herein lies a crime of this whole criminally 
insane society. On the one hand, many workers 
are broke and tend to overburden their inner-city 
public welfare systems because, instead of just 
individual families, whole commnities are 
forced to virtually subsist on seriously strained 
state welfare rolls. On the other hand, the day-to- 
day socio-economic personal stresses of an 
“American lifestyle” all tend to dictate the ime- 
diate, uninterrupted gratification of individual 
needs — repeatedly and by whatever means the 
oppressed individual may deem appropriate. 
Demand and necessity are created while the 
means to satisfy them are withdrawn. To prevent 
this contradiction from exploding, overt repres- 
sion, a cardinal element of which is imprison- 
ment, must be increased. 


If there is presently insufficient evidence to back 
the argument for a deliberate and wide-ranging 
criminal conspiracy with the innercities in tur- 
moil from street level crime and official corruption 
engendered by intentional policies, there will be 
by the year 2000. By then, the U.S. prison popula- 


tion will have reached or exceeded the projected | 


one million mark, making clearer the detailed 
and massive sort of organization that can only be 
described as conspiracy due to its criminal goals. 


Maybe by this time, although we hope and are 
struggling to bring it about much sooner, the U.S. 
working class will be ready to respond to its 
victimization with unfortunately unavoidable 
amed struggle in “America the beautiful”. oo 


More Official Murder 


At about 6AM on 24 /Jan/89, convicted and 
confessed serial killer Theodore Bundy was ritu- 
ally murdered in Florida state’s infamous electric 
chair. The event was the culmination of years of 
legal maneuvering, massive publicity, and much 
debate about what a “nice” boy like Ted was 
doing in a situation like that and whether he 
should be killed. But whatever one may think 
about Bundy and his crimes, his execution raises 
serious concems. 


There is no argument about whether society 
has a right to protect itself from the depredatins 
of vicious predators of such heinous crimes as 
Bundy’s. But revenge is not protection: it is comter 
to protection. Bundy’s murders were, by definition, 
the acts of a deranged person. No one can seri- 
ously argue that they were within the range of 
socially acceptable behavior. Such acts are crazy 
and not criminal. Therefore, criminal penalties — 
be they for revenge or whatever — are inappropri- 
ate even beyond the inappropriateness of killing 
to show that killing is bad. Moreover, such penal- 
ties deprive the society of the ability to repair its 
defective members or, repair being beyond cur- 
rent knowledge, to leam something that might aid 
in the prevention of Bundyesque atrocities from 
the attenpt. 


Nor does the notion that killing someone is the 
ultimate protection from that person justify mır- 
der. Though it does eliminate the possibility of 
escape or erroneous release that could result in 
new crimes, these things are so unlikely as to not 
be nearly worth the material and social costs. The 
state spent millions to execute Bundy, enough to 
keep many prisoners locked up forever, if neces- 
sary. And the spectacle of large nunbers of 
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AIDS Action in Toronto 


In early February, Kyle Downey, an HIV posi- 
tive man who had been held since the previous 
October at the Don (Toronto City) Jail, contacted 
AIDS Action Now! (AAN!), an AIDS activist group. 
The call was referred to AAN! activists who are 
close to this newsletter. When we first spoke to 
Kyle on Friday, Feb. 4, he had already contacted 
the press, and a small story had appeared in a 
local paper the day before.. Kyle told us that he 
and at least two other HIV inmates were being 
held in medical segregation at the Don. Although 
in a medical unit, they were denied treatments 
and tests recommended by an outside HIV physi- 
cian, and further access to that physician was also 
denied, even though inmates in Ontario have the 
right to be attended to by outside physicians of 
their choice. Plans were laid to visit Kyle at the 
Don, to be confirmed by a phone call from him the 
next morning. 


But Saturday came and went with no word 
from Kyle. We worried, and our fears were con- 
finned by the next day’s headline: “AIDS inmate 
bites guard.” From then on events were fast, furi- 
ous and complex. The guard, Blair Hyland, 
claimed that he had entered Kyle’s cell at 10 A.M. 
on the 4th in order to conduct a routine search, and 
that a scuffle ensued during which Kyle bit him on 
the leg (causing blood to flow!) and spat in his eye. 
An AIDS panic ensued that was worthy of the low 
mentality of those who are willing to eam their 
livings keeping their fellow human beings in 
cages. The guards’ union, already in the midst of 
a dispute with the administration about over- 
crowding demanded that Kyle be charged with 
attempted murder. Meanwhile, Kyle had been 
moved to the Metro East Detention Centre, where 
he was met with a 6 person, heavily armed riot 
squad and locked down in solitary on a so-called 
suicide watch which left him naked with one thin 
blanket to cover himself and still no treatment for 
a potentially dangerous bronchial cough and 
unable to keep food down. 


The next few days’ events occurred over a 
background of sensationalistic headlines. A Sun- 
day speech by the president of the guard's union, 
local #503 of the Ontario Public Service 
Employee’s Union (OPSEU), was greeted by a stan- 
ding ovation at an OPSEU convention. The local’s 


president told the press that a strike was “very 
probable” and suggested that Don guards would 


- “withhold services until they get rid of all inmstes 


who are HIV+, provide adequate facilities, staff- 
ing and training.” That same night, AIDS and 
prisoner solidarity activists held an emergency 
meeting and came up with a 3 prong strategy: to 
negotiate with higher-ups in OPSEU (the guards 
being only a small part of the union); contact 
lawyers who would be willing to press the admini- 
stration to allow treatment and tests and end the 
suicide watch; and look into holding a press con- 
ference or demonstration. 


The guards’ Monday protest exposed their 
ignorance and brutality to the press and public 
when they shredded thin latex gloves and 
claimed “This is all that protects us.” (As though 
they had given up their fists, boots, clubs and 
guns.) The guards succeeded in having all the 
other HIV inmates transferred to Metro East, and 
then forced the Ministry of Correctional Services 
for Ontario to immediately provide AIDS informa- 
tion. Three days later, the local’s Health and Safety 
officer was publicly admitting that the guards had 
acted from ignorance! In other words, someone 
had finally got around to explaining to the screws 
how AIDS is actually transmitted and, realizing 
that they were looking as stupid as they actually 
are, they tried to place the blame on the Ministry 
and the administration, where it only partly prop- 
erly belongs. : 


Meanwhile, the Metro Toronto Police refused 
to charge Kyle with attempted murder or any- 
thing else, and denied that there was any evi- 
denoe of a bite. Kyle’s version of the incident — he 
was abruptly awakened and pulled from the top’ 
bunk to the floor — had also appeared in the press. 
Kyle said that he had hit his head on the toilet as 
he fell and was out cold, and that the guard had 
probably cut his leg on the edge of the steel bunk. 


On Tuesday, Kyle had been 3 days in seg 
without clothing or treatment, and it was decided 
to go for a demonstration the following Saturday 
at the Don itself. By Saturday, all of the HIV 
inmates except for Kyle and one other who had 
witnessed the assault, had been retumed to the 
new “AIDS range” at the Don, and the guard who 
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had claimed to have been bitten had been 
charged with assault causing bodily harm on 
Kyle (the police were acting from their rivalry with 
the prison guards, and not of course froma desire 
to see justice done). 


The demo drew over 50 people and a fair 
amount of press. AIDS Action Now! is a broad 
based community AIDS organization and as such 
was unable to take a prison abolitionist stand. But 
spirits were lively and there were many abolition- 
ists present, who managed to get the crowd chant- 
ing “tear down the prison walls”. The demonstra- 
tion demanded access for HIV prisoners to HIV 
physicians of choice and to counselling and up-to- 
date treatment, and end to the “medical” lock- 
downs, community monitoring of the new “AIDS 
range” at the Don, a policy-forming conference to 
include comunity AIDS and prisoner solidarity 
groups, comprehensive AIDS education for in- 
mates and guards, no quarantine, no forced test- 
ing, and access to condoms and bleach. 


Kyle was subsequently released on bail when 
a judge declared that he hd suffered “cruel and 
unusual punishment” in contravention of the 
Canadian Charter of Rights. (Kyle has since be- 
come involved AIDS activism on the outside.) The 
inmate who had remained confined at the East 
with Kyle now has full-blown AIDS and was given 
an early release from his sentence. He was the first 
prisoner at the Don to test HIV+, and had been kept 
in solitary for over a month until other prisoners 
joined him after they tested positive. 


A prison AIDS network of concerned commu- 
nity organizations is being fomed in Toronto to 
monitor proposed new Ministry policy and to 
pressure the Ontario Human Rights Commission to 
condem the Ministry’s actions, but dispute lob- 
bying efforts, the policy is so far being developed 
without significant input from people living with 
AIDS or comunity support groups. An HIV pris- 
oner support network is also being set up to pro- 
vide more direct support to inmates with AIDS 
concems (see bax). Several prisoners who have 
had hepatitis and have been kept in similar lock- 
down in another local jail have gone public about 
their situation and an HIV+ prisoner at a county 
jail in another part of Ontario who has been kept 
in solitary for 8 months has contacted AAN! for as- 
sistance. l 


We hope that this increased awareness and 
activism will challenge the Feds, who persistently 
deny that sex and drug use occurs in prisons and 
that AIDS is an important prison issue. The guards’ 
union in Ontario has opposed access to condoms 
and bleach (although guard associations else- 
where have called for their provision in the past). 
This negligent approach is encouraging the geno- 
cidal spread of AIDS through the prison system, 
and into the oppressed communities from which 
most inmates are drawn. At the same time. prison- 
ers who are already ill are being condemned as if 
being sick in itself is a crime. It's clear that we can't 
depend on unions and governments to fight AIDS 
for us, and that we need to stand together against 
both the illness and the prism administrations. 
We need to fight the homophobia that allows AIDS 
to be viewed as a gay disease, and we who are 
activists on the outside need to fight our race and 
class biases that will stand in the way of our 
working hand-in-hand with sisters and brothers 
inside, co 


Prison AIDS Information 


Prisoner AIDS Support Network, POB 6705, Stn A, 
Toronto, Ont. M5W 1X5 

We can help provide direct support to HIV+ 
prisoners in Canada and hope to publish a 
newsletter for HIV+ people in psychiatric hospi- 
tals and prisons which will provide the same 
up-to-date treatment and support info that 
people living with AIDS (PWLA) on the outside 
are providing for themselves. We would also 
like to hear from activists who are doing similar 
work in the U.S. 


Wimmens Prisoner Survival Network, POB 6326, 
Stn A, Toronto, Ont M5W 1P7, 

publishes a newsletter and can provide AIDS 
and safer sex information for women. (Women 
will have priority for receiving this newsletter 
due to limited funds.) 


Committee to End the Marion Lockdown, 343 S. 
Dearbome, Ste 1607, Chicago, IL 60604. 


Gay Community News, 62 Berkeley St., Boston, 
MA 02116. 

Weekly newspaper, free to prisoners. It has up- 
to-date coverage of AIDS issues and safer sex 
info and lots of prison coverage. oo 
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Consciousness of the existence of political prisaners in the U.S. has 
been growing in recent months, or at least gaining a currency that 
allows it to shed same public light. That light is just beginning to 
penetrate the darkness and hypocrisy of the U.S. gulag archipelago 
and to allow its political prisoners to cast same shadows on the 
movement for which they risked and lost their freedam. Even though it 
is just beginning, the embryonic practice toward dealing with political 
prisoners is commendable and well worth participation and support. 


One of the bright spots in the developing motion in this direction 
was the publication of can't Jail the Spirit: Political Prisoners in the U.S. 
by the Committee to End the Marion Lockdown (CEML). This is essen- 
tially a collection of 65 political prisoners and prisoners of war held in 
the U.S. This admirable and professionally done book stopped there 
only due to the pressure of deadlines. Especially commendable was 
CEML’s work in bringing together prisoners from the diversity of pro- 
gressive struggles under one cover. And the book is only a second 
edition; there will undoubtedly be more and better ones as the issue 
develops and connections with and between political victims of incar- 
ceration expand. This, however, is not something that CEML can do 
alone: it needs input and support and to know that this project is of 
service to the community. CEML can’t be expected to find out or do 
everything on its own. If you are or know of a political prisoner/POW, 
or want more information about the book, write a brief statement to that 
effect to CEML, 343 S. Dearbom St., Suite 1607, Chicago, IL 60604. 


Can't Jail the Spirit was not the only significant step in the recog- 
nition of political prisoners in recent months. Qn 12/Dec/88, the 
inauguration of a Human Rights Campaign for political prisoners in the 
U.S. was announced at a press conference in New York. The Campaign 
is a coalition of families and friends of political prismers, professionals, 
religious leaders and community activists and has called upon the U.S. 
govermment to acknowledge its political prisoners, comply with 
intemational standards for their treatment and proceed with their 
release. The Campaign defines political prisoners as “those whose 
incarceration is the direct result of actions taken or expressions made 
to further a political or social vision.” Of course, the Campaign does not 
intend for such a broad definition to be definitive or rigid. While it has 
been carrying on organizing work such as sending applications to 
political prisoners and developing its om structure, it is still in the 
formative stages and open to input. If you are or know a political 
prisoner, you should contact the Campaign (Campaign for Human 
Rights, 666 Broadway, 7th Floor, New York, NY 10012). Due to the 
unsettled nature of some aspects of the Campaign, comments and 
suggestions should be sent there, too. PNS is also interested. Below are 


same areas of concem starting with the definitions of political prisoner 


and prisoner of war. 


Political Prisoner: a person incarcerated as a result of beliefs and/ 
or acts in furtherance of those beliefs. The beliefs and acts may be legal 
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n toward changing some social 
ession rather than out of a desire 
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The definition also includes the entire spectrum of political activity. 
To try to write amed struggle out of the definition of political prisoner 
would remove an essential element and contradict the intent by 
abandoning a large proportion of political prisoners to the illegitimate 
repression of the government. In addition, the current enemies of the 
people who are doing the imprisoning have adversaries coming from 
many directions and to deny the political character of the opposition for 
which some of them are imprisoned, however repugnant, is to deny 
reality and undermines the credibility of those doing the denying. It 
also opens the door to divisive litmus tests about what actions confer 
political status. This does not mean that right wing prisoners should be 
supported. It doesn’t even mean that this existence has to be acknowl- 
edged, just that it can’t be denied. 


The definition also recognizes the legitimacy of extra-legal struggle 
in pursuit of political ends by people who don’t perceive themselves to 
be part of an organized armed force and may not be armed at all. 
People who fall into captivity for political action may not perceive 
themselves to be at war with the system or authority that is imposing or 
pemmitting the condition(s) they resist; they may seek only reform or 
wish only to make a statement, symbolic or expository. They may 
recognize a need to do so by force and violence but not necessarily 
socialist revolution. They may pursue revolutionary struggle through 
active and passive direct action of all kinds but feel that the situation 
does not yet amount to war or that a military front is otherwise presently 
inappropriate. They may wage armed struggle but not consider them- 
selves at war and thus do so in a civilian capacity. 


The definition also encompasses prisoners of war because, at. this 
juncture, people acting politically in a military capacity must also act 
politically in a civilian capacity. All other aspects of this broader and 
more inclusive definition apply to POWs obviously; the essential 
element is acting politically. 


Prisoners of War: a person incarcerated as the direct result of 
waging war against a hostile power. The person acts in a military 
capacity as a soldier but need not be personally involved in armed 
conflict. Support personnel also qualify. Whether a person is a prisoner 
of war or a captured civilian combattant is a determination largely up 
to the political prisoner incarcerated as a result of armed struggle. 


Revolutionary class struggle is the main and strategic war that is 
and needs to be waged by the people generally. Since there is presently 
no organized proletarian amy, progressive people are left to wage it in 
isolation and small groups. That character of resistance does not make 
it any less a war. People recognizing the need to wage class war by 
military means are prisoners of that war, should they have the misfor- 
tune to be captured. There are also other, tactical wars that aoe 
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wage against states that oppress them immedi- 
ately or are agents of other oppressors. Military 
personnel captured in these secondary wars are 
also POWs. 


Another question in determining who is a 
political prisoner is: What standard of demonstra- 
tion is necessary? Some people may not be able to 
detail the political basis of the act (s) for which they 
were criminalized and imprisoned. To do so might 
relieve the government of the legal requirement to 
prove its charges and/or might incriminate oth- 
ers. There is also the case of prisoners who have 
been radicalized by their imprisonment, resisted 
their oppression, raised their consciousness, and/ 
or carried themselves in a politically principled 
manner during their incarceration. Any or all of 
these things may result in a prisoner doing nore 
time and under worse conditions that would oth- 
erwise be the case — may subject him or her to 
political oppression. This can occur when where 
no additional sentence has been imposed. What 
should be the determining facto is such more 
subjective cases? 


Still another matter of concem is the conposi- 
tion of the Campaign. It has already been decided 
that it will have various commissions responsible 
for different aspects of its work such as the legal/ 
dossier and administrative/finance commissions. 
However, there is some inexplicable indecision 
about the creation of a political prisoners camis- 
sion through which the Campaign would be re- 
sponsive to political prisoner and through which 
political prisoners would be empowered within 
the campaign. This is one commission about 
which there should be no debate or turf battles. 
Who could imagine that struggle on behalf of a 
community by an organization within which that 
comunity is not represented or is only indirectly 
in some Byzantine, bureaucratic manner , could 
be as effective as possible? This is especially true 
in the absence of some pressing reason not to 
include such representation. The Campaign 
should be aware that the establishment of a politi- 
cal prisoners commission is at least as important 
as any other and warrants the drawing of re- 
sources from any other aspect of the Campaign. 
The Campaign needs to develop connections wth 
porate it into the process. 


REMOVE [OMMES] 
EA SI Ve wz 


The movement to support political prisoners is 
by not means new. It has just been a very deeply 
buried current until recently. Anarchist Black 
Cross groups have existed for years and given a 
modicum of support to some people. But their 
reach has been limited. Other organizations such 
as the Center for Constitutional Rights, National 
Campaign to Free Puerto Rican Prisoners of War, 
the Nuclear Resister and New African People’s 
Organization have done work around political 
prisoners. Even so staid a publication as the 
Guardian published a list of political prismers last 
summer. Developing solidarity with and support 
of political prisoners is not oly for their benefit. No 
movement that does not at least acknowledge, let 
alone support and defend, people oppressed by 
the state for stepping out on behalf of its principles 
can expect to attract much of a following. Political 
prisoners are, like it or not, ambassadors of the 
struggle. <o 
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Bombing Suspect Setup 


At midnight on Nov. 11, 1988, Fran Trutt was 
arrested during a police stakeout at U.S. Surgical 
Corporation (USCC) in Connecticut. She was car- 
rying a remote control for a bomb which had just 
been placed beside the building. Trutt is an ani- 
mal rights activist, and USSC has been a target for 
protest for years because of its use of live dogs to 
practice and demonstrate a surgical stapling 
technique developed by its founder, Leon Hirsh. 


Shortly after her arrest, Trutt’s Queens, NY 
apartment was raided by police who found two 
more bombs and two weapons. Trutt has been 
charged with attempted murder (the bomb was 
placed near Hirsh’s parking spot) and possession 
of explosives. She is being held in Niantic State 
Prison for Women in lieu of $500,000 bond, and has 
pleaded not guilty to all charges. 


It has been revealed that Trutt was set up by 
two people who had posed as activists and 


friends. These people, with the collusion of a 
security consulting firm for which they work, gave 
her the encouragement, the money and the 
means to plant the bomb. The company, Percep— 
tions Intemational, was hired by USSC to infiltrate 
the animal rights movement, whose continued 
protests they see as a threat. 


Perceptions operatives have acted as agent 
procoateurs, and have infiltrated the animal 
rights movement as well as radical environ- 
mental groups such as Earth First! and the North 
American anarchist movement. One infiltrator, 
named Mary Lou Sapone attended the Anarchist 
Survival Gathering in Toronto in 1988 where she 
contacted numerous groups. Another, Mark 
Mead, admitted accompaning Trutt the night she 
was arrested, and had rehearsed the arrest sce- 
nario with the Norwalk police and USSC security 
hours before it took place. oe 


Thanks to Ecomedia Toronto 


Murder continued from page 3 

people tuming at to chant “kill, kill” etc. illus- 
trates the mischanelling of a growing quotient of 
frustration and alienation. The spectacle and the 
response to it cheapens life and makes killing 
easier and more acceptable. In addition, there is 
no evidence that the death penalty is a deterrent 
.and some evidence to the contrary for attention 
and notoriety seekers. 


If individual vengeance is proscribed, how 
can vengeance in the name of the individual by 
society be okay? And if killing is acceptable 
vengeance for murder (only?), why is it only ac- 
ceptable when done by someone acting as an 
agent. of the state? How does it extend to the death 
cultists who slaver some fried meat to whom the 
injury is so abstractly remote that they don’t even 
know the victim’s name? If it is by so tenuous a 
thread as connection to the same society as the 
victim, does then every member of society in 
which death has been caused by U.S. military and 
economic imperialism or the domestic pursuit of 
- profits over people have a blood beef against 
every U.S. citizen, either directly or via conspiracy 
and felony murder rules or Nuremberg principles? 
If membership in the same society as Bundy’s 


victims entitles an individual to demand his death 
as retribution, it is oly logical that victims of that 
society are entitled to deadly vengeance against 
its individuals. And what about when members of 
the ruling class murder members of the ruled class 
as is largely the case with the death penalty, be if 
official or wofficial. Legitimizing nurder a retri- 
bution also legitimizes all lesser acts of revenge. 
Given the subjective nature of “evens”, there is 
then an endless cycle in which justice is eventu- 
ally lost, leaving only power and vengeance. 


The state and the people that own it have no 
interest in the popular desire for justice or even 
retribution: they want only to exploit it. They seek 
to divert the discontent of increasing frustration 
and alienation and perceptions of powerlessness 
and disenfranchisement into macho spectacle. 
They set up the vilified, excoriated and isolated as 
scapegoats for larger societal problems that the 
ruling class cannot and will not correct. Moreover, 
executions make more palatable and less likely to 
elicit resistance the meaner, harder America that 
will result as the ruling class is increasingly im 
pelled towards repression to maintain its positim 
in a world of finite resources. 
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Poseur Press Pillories Prisoners 


Local TV station WSD recently did a series on 
USP Marion during its 6 PM news broadcasts. That 
it was this station with its history of administration 
bias foreshadowed the report’s content. Accord- 
ing to Marion Executive assistant Randy Davis, 
the WPSD camera crew “struck out” with prisoners 
in the gym from F-Block on 18/Feb. Apparently 
they fared similarly with prisoners in other blocks. 
Given the inclination of WPSD to use prisoners’ 
pictures to co-sign just any ol’ reporting, even 
prisoners generally inclined to talk to almost any 
media in the knowledge that any glimpse of 
Marion reality they can describe can only be an 
improvement on official mythology, refused to 
enter WPSD’s lens. 


Unfortunately, there are usually a few people 
in any group who exhibit limited consciousness or 
opportunistic bent and allow themselves to be 
exploited. Fortunately, the rejection of passive 
participation on WPSD’s tems meant that the 
reporters could only rely for corroboration of the 
false image they concocted on the very people 
specially selected to create it. Noone was willing 
to allow his face to support unspecified state- 
ments, especially given the WPSD’s record. 


The report opened with yet another repetition 
of the discredited Bureau of Prisons (BOP) refrain 
that Marion is the last resort for the camtry’s most 
dangerous prisoners. It added a new twist in 
describing Marion prisoners as ‘top drug kings, 
traitors, spies and killers’ apparently to keep 
Marion prisoners the nastiest according to cur- 
rently popular visions of villainy. Such people 
comprise a minority of the Marion population. It 
had the warden further describe the prisoners as 
the most aggressive, assaultive and disruptive in 
the federal system, a description that does not fit 
a large proportion of Marion’s victims. The report 
ignored the escape excuse for consignment to 
Marion, probably because the large number of 


prisoners that were sent to Marion for alleged 
involvement in real or imagined escape plots not 
involving injuries or even threats is nowhere near 
justified by the very small number of escapes from 
other max. prisons. 


Trotted at in support of this perjurious portrait 
of the pemiciousness of prisoners was some igno- 
rant and mentally ill extreme but exploited case 
from the Control Unit. He probably thought he was 
being tough and macho in revelling in how he had 
butchered a swine for the camera. To corroborate 
this horrific apparition, the reporters/Marion staff 
trotted out an opportunist who has been so dirty 
and unprincipled in his dealings with other people 
that he has to be deeply segregated. Him they had 
condemn other prisoners as scum and gangsters 
who can at least walk among one another and 
have not chosen their oppression and become 
collaborators. 


WPSD’s notion of joumalistic balance was to 
present NO countervailing view despite the many 
opponents and critics of the Marion regime who 
would have presented it. WPSD also ignored the 
substantial and readily available evidence sup- 
porting that view and contradicting the official 
propaganda. The report also conveyed, appar- 
ently deliberately, other misleading impressions 
and falsity. Qne was that it is due to prisoners’ 
crimes that they are so locked down. The majority 
of Marion prisoners are sent here without new 
convictions; their prior convictions are corpa- 
rable to those of other prisoners in the prisons from 
which they are sent. Once here, many are kept 
here for political or other non-criminal reasons. 


Another was that prisoners at Marion are let 
out a “few hours” per day. Not true. In what is 
called general population, it is under two hours 
per day on the average, not every day. But two is 
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a few and all Marion prisoners are fiends to the 
BOP and its lickspittle press. 


The report also claimed that relaxed security 
had led to the stabbings that were the precipitator 
the lockdown had been awaiting. Provocation, 
repression, idleness and abuse were not men- 
tioned as contributing. The absurdity of attribut- 
ing them to relaxed security is made plain by the 
fact that all other prisons, with few exception have 
more “relaxed” security without mass mayhem. 
Another absurdity was the contention that guards’ 
riot batons are designed to inflict pain without 
injury. Get Real! Pain is the result of injury. Perhaps 
the most egregious distortion by omission was that 
Marion is a white phenomenon. Notwithstanding 
the fact that over 60% of the Marion population is 
non-white, not one black, latino or Native Ameri- 
can prisoner or staff member was interviewed. 
Nor was the disparity acknowledged, let alone 
explained. 


Guards were, by contrast, lionized. They were 
portrayed as stoic defenders of the American Way 
against a legion of raving perpetrators of gratui- 
tous atrocities. Zero was said about the petty, 
mean spirited and needless harassment of prison- 
ers that foms a large part of their daily jobs. The 
report claimed that guard jobs were exhausting 
and stressful and attributed that to the dangerous- 
ness of Marion prisoners. It didn’t mention that 
being required to treat people badly without rea- 
son can have the same effect — the agent of 
oppression syndrome — and that being constantly 
pressured and carried as an expendable cog by 
superiors contributes to stress. The report went œn 
to contradict its assertions of swine stress by show- 
ing one who finds it less stressful than the outside 
police work he exchanged for it. And if stress is so 
tough for cops, why did WPSD say nothing about 
prisoners, whose situation is far worse. 


The WPSD series on Marion was either gro- 
tesquely bad joumalism or a deliberate effort to 
bolster administration misinfommation at the ex- 
pense of prismers. Considering that reporter 
Mandy Murphey and the WPSD news staff have 
demonstrated enough journalistic acumen in the 
past to tell a tner tale of Mario, the report is 
revealed as the latter. What is it that is happening 
that drew forth this report now? Is the BŒ trying to 


create support for another USP Marion in the vicin- 
ity, a prospect that only WPSD of local media re- 
ported some months ago? What was worth this 
undermining of WPSD’s professionalism and in- 
tegrity? Does it extend to other stories? Is WeSD for 
sale? co 


Marionnotes 


Liars Figure: Local media reports that the Mar- 
ion population has increased to 430 and the 
average sentence has decreased to 38 years. This 
indicates that Marion is not successful in curbing 
nastiness as officialdom claims; population would 
otherwise be decreasing. The rise and the lower 
average sentence shows that Marion will be 
packed with anyone absent, if absent enough of 
the fiends the BOP alleges fill Marion. In departure 
from official dogma, Warden Henman did admit 
on 23/Feb/89 that everyone at Marion doesn’t fit 
the vision of depravity being touted, but got all 
squirmy when pressed for numbers. 


Fur Fors: Frenzied memorandum making 
indicates Marion senior swine are confused about 
the true path to salvation fram the slavering pris- 
oners. The crisis of prisoncrat faith has led to a ra- 
pid succession of contradictory edicts such as that 
phone calls will be made in the evenings and then 
that they will not and then that they will. Qne was 
even posted saying haircuts would not be done on 
recreation periods alongside one saying they 
would only be done then. Arbitrariness is not new 
at Marion, but officialdom s claim to infallibility in 
matters of security gets older by the minute. oo 


Marionette Editor: Bill Dunne, #10916- 
086, POB 1000, Marion, IL 62959. 
Articles not otherwise attributed were 
written by me. Recipients of The 
Marionette/PNS are free to reproduce 
or othrwise the infomation presented 


in them; indeed, they are encouraged 
to do so. Donations shold be sent to 
Bulldozer, POB 5052, Stn A, Toronto, 
Ont, Canada, which handles layout, 
reproduction and distribution. And if 
you don't like the news, go out and 
make some of your own. 
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Swines’ Suicide Scam 


The last Marionette reported the case of Mar- 
im prisoners George Scalf, Marty Shifflett, Cleo 
Roy and John Campbell who were accused of 
killing the last suicide victim at Marion. Staff was 
particularly upset about that suicide because it 
happened in the less repressive pre-transfer unit 
and thus stood as a particularly stark indictment 
of the Marion non-program of abuse. Hence, the 
suicide was administratively changed into a 
murder and these prisoners were charged. It was 
a crass attempt to relieve the administration of 
responsibility for the death and to use it against 
prisoners. These men were accused despite me- 
dia reports that the death was a suicide and even 
though Marion spokesman Randy Davis subse- 
quently told local media that officials didn’t know 
that it wasn’t a suicide. 

All four were found guilty in the most 
kangeroo of disciplinary hearing on 10/Jan. Their 
impression of Disciplinary Hearing Officer Jeffer- 
son was that he was acting on orders. When asked 
for corroborative physical evidence, he told them 
that no evidence was needed for a finding of guilt. 
Indeed, nothing to show that the death was not a 


suicide was introduced. When all four asked for 
the coroner’s report, the DHO told them they could 
get it from Marion for $45 notwithstanding a legal 
obligation to provide exculpatory evidence prior 
to such hearings. All of the so-called evidence 
relied upon was information from “confidential 
informants”. And none of them saw any of the four 
actually do anything. Their comments were ap- 
parently confined to opinions about what looked 
suspicious in retrospect and that the victim was 


Purportedly on the basis of this but really on 
the basis of officialdom’s desire to frame someone 
for its failings, these men had all their good tine 
taken and were given disciplinary segregation 
plus five years in the Control Unit. After that, they 
will be required to start over on their indetemi- 
nate sentences to the slightly less onerous condi- 
tions of non-control unit Marion. Such victimiza- 
tion is something that all prisoners — and anyone 
else in a similarly powerless position — and espe- 
cially Marion prisoners face. co 


Clean Water Rumor 


A recent rumor has it that USP Marion will finally 
be getting water from an uncontaminated source. 
The present Crab Orchard Lake source has long 
been the subject of litigation and concem by 
prisoners due to its contamination with PCB’s and 
other pollutants; other users of the supply have 
long abandoned it. Warden Henman and his 
henchies refuse to confirm the rumored switch to 
Wren Lake, insisting instead that the water is 
completely safe but that they are “looking at” 
altemative sources. Their practice has demon- 
strated, however, that their looking bears little or 
no relation to doing.- But even the claim to be 
looking undermines the credibility of their conten- 
tions about the water’s safety. 


The rumor opens the possibility that the decision 
will be taken out of the hands of the Bureau of 
Prisons (BOP). According to it, local authorities are 
planning to do some work on the lake (Crab 
Orchard) that will prevent the smaller, eastem 
portion where the pollution is most severe due to 
proximity to a hazardous waste dump that drains 


into it from further contaminating the western 
portion. Coupled with increased sedimentation of 
the eastern part, this will apparently make Crab 
Orchard Lake difficult or impossible to use as a 
water source. When or even if the Wren Lake or 
some other relieving will occur for this or other 
reasons remains in great doubt. 


The continued subjection of Marion prisoners to 
health threatening contaminated water is uncon- 
scionable. The BOP has never been shy about 
wasting money on Marion, so the cost of clean 
water is not a realistic factor — even if that ould 
justify failing to provide such a basic necessity. 
Hence, the failure appears as another deliberate 
effort to increase the psychological assault on 
prisoners consigned to Marion. Given Marion’s 
nature as experimental laboratory, the refusal 
carries a likely component of medical experimen- 
tation on a captive, vilified and largely invisible 
population, even the appearance of which de- 
mands resistance. ° 


